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Need for Literacy Services

<Location>

The Problem: Mismatch Between Jobs and Skills

Nationally, 40 million Americans over the age of 16 have only rudimentary reading and writing skills.  Here in <community> X% <See “State of Literacy in America> of our adults go through life with less than the level of skills expected of a high school graduate.

One out of every five Americans did not finish high school.  This is almost the same as the percentage who completed college.  In <community> XX% did not graduate from high school, XX% did not graduate from college.

X% of <community> are unemployed and/or receiving welfare.  Nationally, almost half of adults on welfare lack a high school diploma or equivalent.  Those welfare recipients without an education are far more likely to stay on welfare five years or longer.

Nationally, the unemployment rate is XX% with <community>’s rate being XX.  However these figures include only those actively looking for jobs.  Many people lacking literacy skills have given up on finding employment.

Employers need more workers.  In <community> major employers including <Names of large local businesses> have had job vacancies or help wanted signs up for three months or longer.

There is a growing need for workers with advanced skills.  In a typical issue of <local newspaper>, XX% of the want ads require at least a high school degree and YY% call for some form of computer or technical knowledge.

Solution: Adult Education Programs

Adult education programs are filling this gap between employment and skills.  XX adults participated in education programs last year.  As a result,  XX% of those working toward a GED obtained one, XX% of those looking for employment found new jobs, XX% of those seeking a better job were promoted or upgraded to a higher-paying job, and XX% of those on public assistance moved off or reduced welfare at a savings of <welfare savings>. 

Adult education is provided at XX sites including XX community colleges, XX local schools, XX places of worship, XX workplaces, and XX <other site>.  

These programs serve a population that is XX% female, XX% parent with children, XX% immigrant, XX% minority, and XX% on welfare or public assistance.
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